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Lots It is with deep sadness and a great sense 
of  loss that I must devote this foreword to 
the death of  my dear friend and colleague 
Dariusz	Adler,	who	died	suddenly	only	a	few	
weeks ago at the early age of  53.

It was only in the last edition of  
DIPLOMAT	that	he	was	introduced	as	the	
newly appointed Consul General of  the 
Republic of  Poland in Northern Ireland and 
I regarded it as a special honour to do so.

Dariusz was a man of  very special qualities 
of  dedication to his country and service to 
the people of  Poland in whatever country he 
served as a career diplomat. He was always 
very hard working and had a wonderful 
warm personality who got to know a large 
section of  the Polish Community living here. 

One of  the most enjoyable days he 
experienced, since he arrived, was when he 
was	invited	by	Mr	John	Dallat	MLA	to	visit	
the small town of  Kilrea, Co Derry last 
January. 

He visited St Columba’s Primary school 
where he received such a warm welcome 
from the entire school of  staff  and pupils, 
including over 40 Polish children and later 
at St Pauls College where almost 20 Polish 
children	are	studying	GCSE	&	A	Level.	

He had served as Consul General in 
Edinburgh for the previous 5 years and 
Northern Ireland was very familiar to him 
as it came under his responsibility, so when 
he came here last November he was not a 
stranger to this place.  

He was very proud and delighted to have 
been	appointed	as	the	first	Consul	General	
to head up the newly established Consulate 
General	in	Belfast.		He	was	deeply	involved	
in all the preparations for the consulate 
building and looked forward seeing it 
officially	open	later	this	year.

Sadly, he will not see this day but he will 
be remembered with great fondness for all 
the hard work he did in preparing for the 
new Consulate, to serve the large population 
of  Polish people living here and to provide 
for the diplomatic relationship with 
Northern Ireland.

I regard it as great honour and privilege to 
have	known	and	served	with	Dariusz	Adler	
over the past 5 years and I will miss our daily 
conversations and sharing the many issues 
we had to deal with.

We offer our sincere condolences to his 
wife Krystyna, son Maciej and daughter 
Marta.

May he Rest in Peace

Jerome Mullen
Jerome Mullen

Honorary Consul

Poland

Foreword
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JM: Thank you Consul General for agreeing to meet me today and can I 
first of  all wish you a very Happy New Year?
MW: It’s a pleasure to have you here especially in the new premises, and can I 
wish you and your family a Happy New Year of  ‘Dog’.  In Chinese tradition we 
have twelve animals respectively representing twelve years in the circle and this 
year it is Dog.
JM: You have been in Northern Ireland for the past 3 years, was this your 
first diplomatic appointment as Consul General? 
MW:	Yes,	this	was	my	first	appointment	as	Consul	General,	but	I	am	a	career	
diplomat,	my	first	posting	abroad	was	in	the	Chinese	Embassy	in	Dublin	from	
1994	-	1997,	my	second	posting	was	as		Political	Counsellor	in	the	Chinese	
Embassy	in	London	from	2006	–	2009		and	I	was	Deputy	Consul-General	in	
Chicago from 2011 – 2014, then, from there, I was transferred to this post in 
Belfast.
JM: So, you got to know Ireland well when you were in Dublin? How well 
did you get to know Northern Ireland during this time?
MW:		Yes,	I	did.	When	I	was	in	Dublin	I	paid	several	visits	to	Belfast	and	was	very	
excited to come back.  I was very impressed with the friendly people, it’s a very 
beautiful place and I have made lots of  friends since I came here.
JM: What led you into the world of  Diplomacy and eventually to your 
present position here in Northern Ireland?
MW:		I	entered	this	career	in	the	Ministry	of 	Foreign	Affairs	in	1992.	Since	1978	
China has adopted a reform and open policy, so as a young person at that time 
I was very curious about the outside world and international relations, as my 
major	at	University	was	international	politics.	China	needed	to	learn	more	about	
the world outside and develop wider links with the world. That was probably the 
reason why I chose this career.
JM: Why did the government of  China decide to establish a full Consulate 
in Belfast?

MW:  China pays much importance to relations with Northern Ireland as one of  
the	3	devolved	Regions	of 	the	United	Kingdom.	We	wanted	to	provide	better	
consular services to the large Chinese community, and to the growing Chinese 
students and tourists population coming here. 
We will be providing very soon passport and visa documents from here, also 
notarization and authentication services as well. 
We	are	also	very	keen	to	build	bilateral	friendship	and	mutually	beneficial	
cooperation with Northern Ireland. I am pleased to say due to the efforts of  both 
sides we have achieved a lot and a great breakthrough in this regard since our 
Consulate-General was established in 2015 and we want to continue to support 
China-UK	and	China-NI	closer	relationship.
JM:  Were you surprised when you came here to discover that China was 
only the 2nd country in the world to have a full diplomatic presence in 
Northern Ireland?
MW:	Yes,	China	and	the	UK	Government		signed	an	agreement	in	2014	to	
establish new Consulates-General in each other’s countries. 
The	UK	established	its	new	Consulate-General	in	Wuhan,	capital	city	of 	Hubei	
Province	while	China	established	a	new	Consulate-General	in	Belfast.	Now	we	
have, of  course, our Embassy in London and Consulates-General in Manchester, 
Edinburgh	and	now	Belfast	providing	better	coverage.
JM: China has a long association with Queens University Belfast over the 
past 20 years through research with Chinese Institutions in such areas as 
Engineering, Medical Science and a joint college in Shenyang and also a 
UK–China Science Bridge. You must be very pleased with these relations 
with Queens and do you see further developments taking place in the 
future?
MW:	Yes	sure,	I	am	very	pleased	with	the	collaboration	between	QUB	and	China’s	
Universities.	QUB	has	set	up	a	joint	campus	in	Shenyang	with	China’s	Medical	
University	and	it’s	a	very	successful	one.	The	first	group	of 	students	are	due	to	
graduate	from	there	this	year.	Also	there	is	a	China-UK	University	Consortium	
headed	by	Queen’s	University	on	the	UK	side	and	9	Chinese	Universities,	in	
Engineering, Education and Research. This was upgraded last year to the higher 
national	level.	At	the	same	time	the	Chinese	student	population	has	doubled	in	
QUB.
JM: How many Chinese students are currently in Queens University and 
are they undertaking for full degree courses?
MW:	Yes,	they	are	coming	for	a	3-year	B	A	degree	and	even	higher	degrees	like	
Masters and PhDs.  Last year there were nearly 700 admitted and the total Chinese 
student	population	in	QUB	is	over	1000	at	the	moment.		We	also	have	a	close	
relationship	with	Ulster	University	where	there	are	around	200	Chinese	students.	
The	Confucius	Institute	at	Ulster	University	was	officially	launched	in	April	2012	
by	then	China’s	State	Councilor	Liu	Yandong	and	the	then	Northern	Ireland	First	
Minister	Robinson	and	Deputy	First	Ministers	McGuinness.	This	is	a	cooperation	
programme by both sides to promote learning of  the Chinese language and to 
facilitate	education	and	culture	exchanges.	There	are	8	Confucius	hubs	in	over	100	
schools across Northern Ireland in which Chinese is taught from primary to high 
school	level.	This	year	there	are	around	19,000	registered	Chinese	learners	
JM: What are your hopes for the further development of  relations on 
a general level with Northern Ireland including culture, business and 
education?
MW:	We	have	great	hopes	for	this	year	and	the	future.		China	–	UK	relations	are	
very	good.	Prime	Minister	May	paid	her	first	official	visit	to	China	in	January,	
a very successful one, and she had historical meetings with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and also Premier of  State Council and Chairman of  the National 
People’s Congress.  The leaders of  the two countries have committed to building 
a “Golden Era” of  cooperation to further strengthen comprehensive and strategic 
bilateral relationships.  
They	witnessed	the	signing	of 	12	intergovernmental	agreements,	and	9	billion	
pounds worth of  commercial deals were concluded for the next period of  years, 
highlighting	high-tech	industries,	financial	services,	and	infrastructure	etc.	
At	the	same	time	China–Northern	Ireland	relations	have	increased	in	the	areas	
such as education and culture. We just had visiting art troupes from China to 
celebrate	Chinese	New	Year.	I	joined	the	Lord	Mayor	of 	Belfast	at	a	Chinese	red	
lighting	ceremony	recently	to	launch	the	China–EU	tourist	year	in	Belfast.
We have on the economic trade area a breakthrough with a number of  Chinese 
companies	investing	here,	creating	jobs	in	companies	such	as	Thompson	Aero,	S	
D C Trailers, and, at the same time, there are Northern Ireland companies doing 
very well expanding in China such as Randox Laboratories who have been in 

MADAM WANG SHUING, CONSUL GENERAL 
OF CHINA  
Madam Wang Shuing, Consul General of The People’s
Republic of China in Discussion with DIPLOMAT NI’s Jerome Mullen

Madam Wang Shuing and NI’s Jerome Mullen
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Donnelly Group Appoint a new Managing Director
The Donnelly Group, Northern Ireland’s largest family 
owned new and used vehicle retailer has appointed a 
new managing director. 

Dave Sheeran has joined the Donnelly Group from Opel Ireland, where he was 
Managing Director and brings with him 30 years of industry experience across 
Sales, Marketing and Aftersales in the UK and Europe.

He will be responsible for leading more than 720 employees that make up the 
Donnelly Group, which includes Donnelly and Taggart, across its eight locations 
in Northern Ireland which incorporates 18 manufacturers including Fiat, Honda, 
Land Rover, Mitsubishi, Vauxhall and Volkswagen.     

Terence Donnelly, Executive Chairman of the Donnelly Group said: 

“Dave Sheeran has a wealth of experience in the motor industry and is one of the 
most respected leaders in the local vehicle retailer sector and we’re delighted with 
his appointment.

“As the Donnelly Group recently celebrated 70 years serving the motoring public, 
I know that Dave Sheeran shares our values and will drive the Donnelly Group to 
continued future success.”  

Dave Sheeran joins the Donnelly Group at an exciting period in the company’s 
evolution as Raymond Donnelly & Houston Taggart, Directors commented:

“The Donnelly Group is an institution in the local motoring sector and we are 
intent on continuing the pioneering strategy that differentiates the Group for its 

customers and the manufacturers we represent.  

“We are on the verge of announcing new vehicle franchises and investments in 
our showrooms as we continue to offer our customers the best value and service.” 

The Donnelly Group was founded in 1947 by Terence & Raymond’s father Peter 
Donnelly when he opened a vehicle repair and taxi business in Caledon, County 
Tyrone.

The group, headquartered in Dungannon, has grown significantly over the 
decades and has most recently announced plans for a £6 million Jaguar Land 
Rover showroom.

With eight locations in Ballymena, Belfast, Eglinton, Enniskillen, Newtownabbey, 
Omagh and its Moy Road and M1 Complex in Dungannon, the Group offers new 
vehicles from many of the world’s leading car and van manufacturers as well as 
1,200 used cars at its six Motorstore locations across Northern Ireland.

www.donnellygroup.co.uk

Raymond Donnelly, Terence Donnelly and Dave Sheeran.

Dave Sheeran - New Managing Director Donnelly Group

The Finnish Ambassador to the United Kingdom, Päivi Luostarinen, was joined 
by a prestigious room of  guests including senior politicians, Consul Generals, 
Lords, Ladies and business leaders from across Northern Ireland in the Titanic 
Hotel to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of  the Good Friday Agreement and to 
announce Tina McKenzie as the new Honorary Consul in Belfast. 

The Ambassador noted how Northern Ireland and Finland have a strong 
bond of  collaborative history largely due to Finland’s involvement in the peace 
process.  The former Finnish Prime Minister, the late Harri Holkeri, played an 
important role in the process. He was a member of  the Mitchell Committee from 
1995 onwards, co-chairing the peace talks along with former US Senator George 
Mitchell and retired Canadian General John de Chastelain. These talks then 
eventually led to the signing of  the Good Friday Agreement in 1998, and Harri 
Holkeri later received an honorary knighthood from the Queen for his work.

Nobel Laureate, President Martti Ahtisaari also had an important role in the 
implementation of  the Agreement. He served together with his old friend, the 
former Secretary General of  the ANC Cyril Ramaphosa, now President of  South 
Africa, to oversee the steps towards decommissioning of  IRA arms, following the 
signing of  the Good Friday agreement.

Tina McKenzie is Managing Director of  the award winning Staffline Group, a 
leading recruitment and employment services company across Ireland.  Tina has 
recently been appointed as FSB Policy Chairperson in Northern Ireland, and is a 
board member for the Centre for Democracy and Peacebuilding. 

As the former European Ambassador for Women’s Entrepreneurship Day, Tina 
is a passionate advocate for promoting business across the world; with a particular 
focus on building a better Northern Ireland. In her address to the Finnish 
Ambassador and guests of  the celebratory event, Mrs McKenzie set out the 
reasons why she was so thrilled to accept the appointment as Honorary Consul. 

“The Finnish enjoy an enviable quality of  life; having been voted the world’s 
happiest place to live by the UN earlier this year. With Helsinki being considered 
by many studies to be the best city in the world – with stunning architecture, 
cultural heritage and a willingness to embrace new ideas and innovative social 
constructs; there is a fantastic example for Belfast to aspire to. 

The education system in Finland is not afraid to stray from the norm, having 

recognised a need for reform 40 years previous and transforming into a world 
leading system, fit for purpose for the Finnish economy. We have so much to learn 
as we battle with skills shortages and a ‘brain drain’ in Northern Ireland. Finland 
is also leading the way in gender equality. Aside from being the first women in 
Europe to get the vote in 1906; Finnish women now occupy over 40% of  positions 
in national government, compared with only 23% in the United Kingdom. 

More importantly, we owe so much to Finland for their intervention in the 
peace process, and can continually learn from the nation who experienced their 
own bitter civil war after gaining Independence. Despite a history of  conflict, 
having celebrated their 100 year Anniversary of  Independence at the end of  
2017, they are now renowned as one of  the most innovative and prosperous 
nations in Europe.

Northern Ireland has achieved a lot with peace since the Agreement 20 years 
ago; however, we cannot be complacent. As business, political and civic leaders, 
we have a duty to push Northern Ireland to be the very best it can be, both 
economically and socially. 

Studies have shown that a prosperous economy is key to establishing long 
lasting peace in post conflict societies. Learning from our friends in Finland, 
Northern Ireland must step up and become a centre of  economic excellence. 

The uncertainty surrounding Brexit negotiations, along with the current 
political vacuum in Northern Ireland has left us in a position where we must fight 
our own corner; after all, the economy ticks on despite what is going on in the 
political arena. 

The last year or so has shown that business and civic leaders have taken real 
ownership of  Northern Ireland, willing it to do well and be taken seriously on the 
world stage. We know what the issues are facing Northern Ireland, and now, like 
Finland has done, we need to provide the solutions.

In my role as Honorary Consul, I will be steadfast in promoting business 
connections throughout Europe and the wider world, and I look forward to 
working with the Consular Corps Association to put Northern Ireland firmly on 
the map for all the right reasons.”

NEW HONORARY CONSUL 
OF FINLAND IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND IS INAUGURATED  
BY THE FINNISH AMBASSADOR 
TO THE UNITED KINGDOM

Honorary Consul Tina McKenzie and Ambassador Päivi Luostarinen
U S Consul General Daniel Lawton, Mike Nesbitt MLA, Tina McKenzie, 
Ambassador Luostarinen, Lord Alderdice, Professor Heenan, Ian Paisley M P
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Senator George Mitchell made another important visit to Belfast to 
commemorate the 20th Anniversary of  the Good Friday Agreement. 

 He was so instrumental in bringing about the agreement of  all the Political 
parties in 1998 with his patience and endurance over several difficult years.  

In recognition of  his sterling work for peace Belfast City Council honoured 
Senator Mitchell with the Freedom of  the City of  Belfast at ceremony at the 
Ulster Hall .

Senator Mitchell was the main guest speaker during his short visit at a 
very impressive dinner to launch the Goliath Trust  who’s aim is to help with 
education underachievement in inner city schools in Belfast. 

He spoke movingly about his own poor background growing up in the United 
States from a Irish and Lebanese background and of  being orphaned at an 
early age,. He explained how getting the opportunity of  a good education led to 
him graduating with a law degree from Georgetown University and eventually 
becoming a United States Senator.  He finished by making a passionate plea to 
the Political leaders and people of  Northern Ireland to hold on to achievements 
of  the Good Friday agreement and to build on the peace and success of  the past 
20 years

GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT ANNIVERSARY VISIT
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Kenneth was born in Niteroi 
which is situated across 
the beautiful bay of  Rio de 
Janeiro.  His father was from 
Dublin and his mother from 
West Cork and both his 
parents were missionaries in 
Brazil	for	over	50	years.

He grew up and was 
educated	in	Brazil	and	lived	
in a number of  regions 
across the country, including 
the states of  Rio de Janeiro, 
São Paulo, Paraná and Santa 
Catarina.
In	1970,	he	was	privileged	

to be selected as a member 
of 	the	Brazilian	Presidential	
Guard and served in the 
capital	city	of 	Brasilia.	At	

that time, the capital had only recently been built and it was a real 
honor to serve at the Presidential Palace and the new Government 
buildings there. 
After	moving	to	Ireland	in	1973,	he	worked	as	a	Quality	Engineer	

in	the	Aerospace	Industry.	For	many	years,	on	an	informal	basis	he	
assisted	the	needs	of 	and	helped	Brazilian	people	living	in	Ireland	at	

that time.
In 2015 Kenneth was delighted to be conferred in the position of  

Honorary	Consul	of 	Brazil	in	Northern	Ireland.	This	is	the	largest	
country	in	South	America	with	a	population	of 	over	200	million	
people.	The	land	mass	of 	Brazil	is	larger	than	Australia	and	the	U	K	
would	fit	in	to	it	35	times.		It	contains	the	largest	rain	forest	in	the	
world and they are also the 3rd largest aircraft manufacturer in the 
world.  The language of  the country is Portuguese.
Naturally	he	has	a	strong	passion	for	Brazilian	people	and	culture,	

especially	Brazilian	football	and	Brazilian	food.	He	particularly	enjoys	
Feijoda,	that	is	Brazilian	black	beans,	Caipirinha	and	Churrasco	which	
is	Brazilian	BBQ.			
As	Honorary	Consul,	he	is	involved	daily	with	the	Brazilian	

community	living	in	Ireland	and	he	also	assists	Brazilian	Companies	
and business representatives visiting Northern Ireland.
In	2016	Kenneth	was	presented	with	Brazilian	Army	and	Navy	

Medals.		It	was	a	real	delight	for	him	to	go	back	to	Brasilia	to	receive	
a medal from his battalion, in recognition of  his continued service to 
Brazilian	people	across	the	world.
Last	year	he	visited	the	Brazilian	WWII	memorials	in	Italy	and	on	

Remembrance Sunday he had the honor of  laying a wreath at his local 
war Memorial. 

In every aspect of  his role as Honorary Consul, he says it is an 
absolute	privilege	to	represent	his	country	of 	birth	and	the	Brazilian	
people whom he loves here in Northern Ireland.

Kenneth Orr,  
Honorary Consul of Brazil in Northern Ireland

7 Italian Ambassador 
in Dublin visits 
Newry Chamber of  
Commerce & Trade 
on a  Brexit fact 
finding mission

The Italian Ambassador to Ireland Paolo Serpi visited Newry this week on 
a fact finding mission relating to Brexit and had a detailed discussion with 
members of  the Newry Chamber executive and also included the Chairperson 
and Chief  Executive of  Newry Mourne and Down Council, Councillor Roisin 
Mulgrew and Mr Liam Hannaway CEO.

In a interview with Ryan Sands of  the Newry Reporter he said it was 
important that a soft border is maintained after Brexit.

He went on to explain that as a newcomer to the post, which he took up in 
January, he had wanted to visit the border region to ‘try to understand first, 
listen and see, and to gather an opinion on it’   ‘’I am not the first to say that it 
is very important to have a soft border - if  we have a border, to have certainly a 
soft border, because it is important’’ he said.

‘’In any case , a border between one country and another is a very 
sensitive area for both countries. ‘’Here for decades, people have experienced, 

fortunately, the idea of  a common space’’. If  we need again a border in 
conventional terms, it must be, in our opinion, the softest possible border of  all. 

Mr Serpi highlighted that in recent decades people have experienced 
‘complete freedom of  movement’ and ’a bypassing of  old problems’ and that it 
is his view that this should remain. 

‘’We want this – to forget the past, the bad past that we know, and to prepare 
better for the future, both for Ireland and the U K’’ he said

The Ambassador added that Italians are very aware of  the border issue, and 
said that, as an E U  country , Italy would work towards ensuring ‘less damages 
for all, for Ireland, for Northern Ireland and for the U K’ and to ‘help solve 
these problems within the E U’

He concluded that ‘a good solution for Ireland, the U K and the E U’ 
remains his focus and that of  the Italian government.

Photo: Courtesy of Peter Clarke Photography


